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Registration and Reservation Policy

To provide our guests with a well-prepared event and to ensure the best possible use of our resources, we 
are now asking that full payment be made for Spiritual Life Center offerings on or before the registration 
deadline date for each offering.  Your reservation is not confirmed until full payment has been made.  Thank 
you in advance for your help and cooperation in supporting this policy, it is greatly appreciated.

WEEKEND RETREAT: “The Kingdom of God: Destination of Our Pilgrim Journey of Faith,” with Fr. 
John Lanzrath, August 27-29, 2010.

“Leading Like Jesus” Encounter Session with Fr. Kent Hemberger, Blake Wells and Tami Gates, Fall 
Series: Tuesdays, September 7, 14, 21 & 28, 2010. Fall day session: Saturday, November 6, 2010.

RELIGIOUS STUDIES PROGRAM: 2010-2011 begins with “Introduction to the New Testament” 
with David Wall, M.D., Saturday, September 11 and Saturday, October 9, 2010.

SPECIAL EVENT: “The Spirituality of Aging,” with Richard Johnson, Ph.D., Tuesday, September 28, 
2010.

RETREAT: “Healing our Grief: Rediscovering Ourselves Through Our Spiritual Strengths,” with 
Jason Lewis, M.A., Friday-Saturday, October 15-16, 2010.

SPECIAL EVENT: “Encounter with the Dying: Accompanying Those in Need” with Dr. Gerard 
Brungardt, Tuesday, October 28, 2010, 7:00-9:00 pm

Descriptions of Events

RETREATS are spiritual opportunities for growth in personal holiness, where the individual enters into a quiet 
dialogue in prayer with God. A retreat may be as short as a day or two, but can be a week or even longer. The 
type of retreat, (e.g. directed retreat, private retreat, group preached retreat), determines the specific format 
of the experience. For more information on types of retreats, please click on the page entitled, "Spiritual 
Formation", or here.

WORKSHOPS address a specific issue as presented through lectures of a featured speaker or group of 
speakers. Most often, there is an opportunity for group discussion and individual or group activity in “break 
out” sessions. Most of the workshops at the Spiritual Life Center are daylong events.

SERIES offerings typically take place on a specific evening of the week. The series may be as few as two 
evenings, but may last as long as six sessions, depending upon the topic being studied. Unlike retreats, where 
the primary focus is upon spiritual formation of the individual person, a series focuses more upon the 
educational element of a particular topic of faith. 

DAYS / EVENINGS OF REFLECTION allow the individual to spend quiet time with the Lord at the Spiritual 
Life Center. A retreat director leads the group through conferences, individual and communal prayer, often 
with the opportunity provided for the celebration of the Mass and the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

SPECIAL EVENTS are those offerings throughout the year that do not fall under any of the other categories 
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“Christianity, even before being a sum of doctrines 
or a rule for salvation, is thus the “event” of an 
encounter.” Pope John Paul II in his letter to Luigi 
Giussani on the 20th Anniversary of the Movement 
of Communion and Liberation 

Caring for the dying and those nearing the end of 
life requires, more than anything else, our presence 
– that we be attentive, receptive and responsive to 
those in need. As family members, friends, 
physicians, health care professionals and others 
involved, the most important thing we can give to 
the dying person is our love and friendship. 

All too commonly there is the impulse to “explain 
away” or reduce the situation to “lofty ideas”. This 
does not meet the needs of the person and their 
family now. Or we may hope we can “remove” the 
problem by making and rationalizing the right 
“ethical choices”. This does not address the desires, 
the hearts of the person and family members. Many 
of the key issues and concerns in end of life care 
today reflect this tendency to reduce the drama of 
caring for the dying to a ‘spiritualism’ of ideas and 
explanations or to a ‘moralism’ of acts, doctrines 
and choices. 

This special evening is an opportunity to explore 
some of the issues surrounding the end of life and 
how we are to respond. There is much beauty and 
wisdom in the teachings of Mother Church. This is 
an opportunity to become better informed and 
prepared so as to not be pressured into decisions 
made under the duress and emotion of a medical 
crisis. 

We are joined by Gerard Brungardt, MD, BeL, 
Medical Director for Harry Hynes Hospice of Wichita. 
Dr. Brungardt recently earned his masters degree in 
bioethics from the Regina Apostolorum in Rome and 
offers his perspectives rooted in the Magisterium. 

Among the topics to be explored:

• Advance Directives--an attempt to decide the acts 
and choices now for situations that will arise in the 
future. This covers the basics of decision-making 
including a look at terms like “Do Not 
Resuscitate” (DNR), “Durable Power of Attorney for 
Health Care,” “health Care Proxy,” and more. 

• The notion that we all die a natural death is 
overshadowed by a Therapeutic Obstinacy that 
entraps the person and family in a ‘prison of 
technical mercy’ (Berry). Put another way, there is 
a point at which medical treatments to prolong a life 
are not good—and even abusive if they do not serve 
the good of the patient. What is “ordinary” 
treatment vs. “extraordinary,” or what is obligatory 
treatment in contrast to that which is optional. 

• The provision of Medically Assisted Nutrition and 
Hydration (this may involve providing food and/or 
water by a tube) is often treated as if it is an “on-
off” choice, i.e. that one either gets the full 
allotment of food and water that an active healthy 
adult would get or else one receives nothing at all in 
the way of food and water. 
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We will explore these and address any questions or 
concerns you have. This is an ideal program for the 
elderly, middle-aged daughters and/or sons who 
may soon face these questions regarding their aging 
parents, healthcare professionals, Consecrated 
Religious and clergy.

CONTINUING EDUCATION UNITS OFFERED 
Harry Hynes Memorial Hospice is approved as a 
provider of continuing nursing education by the 
Kansas State Board of Nursing.  This course offering 
is approved for 2 contact hours applicable for RN or 
LPN relicensure.  Kansas State Board of Nursing 
Approved Provider Number: LT0126-1205.  Other 
participants will receive a certificate of attendance.   

Midwest Catholic Family Conference

The Spiritual Life Center is opening its doors as an overnight destination for pilgrims attending the 2010 
Midwest Catholic Family Conference in Wichita.  For more information on rates and registration, click 
here. 

Contact: The Spiritual 
Life Center (unless 
otherwise listed) 

Phone: (316)744-0167

 

 

 

 

Diocesan Groups and Ministries at the SLC - 2010

The Twelve Steps—A Spiritual Journey, fall sessions begin Thursday, 
September 22 from 7-9 p.m. Sessions closed to new members after the third 
session. Call the Center to register.

Centering Prayer: Mondays at 9:30 a.m., Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

Retrouvaille: Oct. 8-10, 2010; Contact Tim and Betty Stolz at 796-0553. Click 
here to review and print a Retrouvaille Weekend application.

Engaged Encounter: Aug. 13-15, Sept. 10-12, Oct. 1-3, Nov. 12-14 and Dec. 3-
5, 2010.  Call the Center to register or Click here to review and download an 
Engaged Encounter brochure. 

Marriage Encounter: (English) Oct. 22-24, Nov. 12-14, 2010, Contact Alex and 
Mary Ann Krauska at (316) 721-1650. Spanish language weekends: March 12-
14, June 25-27 and Oct. 29-31, 2010; contact Maria and Ramon Romero @ 
(316) 807-9175 Click here to connect to the Marriage Encounter web site. 

Teens Encounter Christ (TEC) Oct. 8-11, 2010; contact Diocese of Wichita 
Office of Youth and Young Adults at (316) 269-3930. More information >

Cursillo: (Men’s English) Oct. 14-17, 2010, (Men’s Spanish) Sept. 3-6, 2010 
(Women’s Spanish) Sept. 23-26, (Women’s English) March 18-21 and Nov. 4-7, 
2010. Spanish weekends, contact: Teresa Cabrerra @ (316) 263-6574.  Click 
here to review and print an English language Cursillo Weekend 
application.

Sojourn: Contact Diocese of Wichita Office of Youth and Young Adults at (316) 
269-3930. More information >
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